UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND
READINESS

JUN 1 6 2020

The Honorable James M. Inhofe
Chairman
Committee on Armed Services
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Department's response to Senate Report 116-103, page 241, accompanying S. 2474,
the Department of Defense (DoD) Appropriations Act, 2020, regarding National Intrepid Center
of Excellence (NICoE) Strategic Basing, is enclosed. The report describes existing DoD and
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) clinical care capabilities to evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate
Service members, eligible beneficiaries, and veterans with traumatic brain injury (TBI). It also
summarizes DoD and VA coordinated efforts, as well as collaborations with public and academic
partners, to expand access to TBI-related services and further enhance TBI care, research, and
education across the DoD and VA.
Based on a review of current TBI programming, including access to and utilization of
DoD and VA programs, establishment of a joint NICoE Intrepid Center is not warranted at this
time. The DoD and VA will continue to monitor access to these programs and will work to
improve resource sharing and provision of necessary TBI specialty care for Service members and
veterans.
Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional
defense committees.
Sincerely,
//Signed//
Matthew P. Donovan
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R
Enclosure:
As stated
cc:
Acting Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs
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The Honorable Jack Reed
Ranking Member
Committee on Armed Services
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Reed:

The Department's response to Senate Report 116-103, page 241, accompanying S. 2474,
the Department of Defense (DoD) Appropriations Act, 2020, regarding National Intrepid Center
of Excellence (NICoE) Strategic Basing, is enclosed. The report describes existing DoD and
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) clinical care capabilities to evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate
Service members, eligible beneficiaries, and veterans with traumatic brain injury (TBI). It also
summarizes DoD and VA coordinated efforts, as well as collaborations with public and academic
partners, to expand access to TEI-related services and further enhance TBI care, research, and
education across the DoD and VA.
Based on a review of current TBI programming, including access to and utilization of
DoD and VA programs, establishment of a joint NICoE Intrepid Center is not warranted at this
time. The DoD and VA will continue to monitor access to these programs and will work to
improve resource sharing and provision of necessary TBI specialty care for Service members and
veterans.
Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional
defense committees.
Sincerely,
//Signed//
Matthew P. Donovan
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R

Enclosure:
As stated
cc:
Acting Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs
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The Honorable Adam Smith
Chairman
Committee on Armed Services
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Department's response to Senate Report 116-103, page 241, accompanying S. 2474,
the Department of Defense (DoD) Appropriations Act, 2020, regarding National Intrepid Center
of Excellence (NICoE) Strategic Basing, is enclosed. The report describes existing DoD and
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) clinical care capabilities to evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate
Service members, eligible beneficiaries, and veterans with traumatic brain injury (TBI). It also
summarizes DoD and VA coordinated efforts, as well as collaborations with public and academic
partners, to expand access to TBI-related services and further enhance TBI care, research, and
education across the DoD and VA.
Based on a review of current TBI programming, including access to and utilization of
DoD and VA programs, establishment of a joint NICoE Intrepid Center is not warranted at this
time. The DoD and VA will continue to monitor access to these programs and will work to
improve resource sharing and provision of necessary TBI specialty care for Service members and
veterans.
Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional
defense committees.
Sincerely,
//Signed//
Matthew P. Donovan
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R
Enclosure:
As stated
cc:
Acting Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs
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The Honorable William M. "Mac" Thornberry
Ranking Member
Committee on Armed Services
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Representative Thornberry:

The Department's response to Senate Report 116-103, page 241, accompanying S. 2474,
the Department of Defense (DoD) Appropriations Act, 2020, regarding National Intrepid Center
of Excellence (NICoE) Strategic Basing, is enclosed. The report describes existing DoD and
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) clinical care capabilities to evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate
Service members, eligible beneficiaries, and veterans with traumatic brain injury (TBI). It also
summarizes DoD and VA coordinated efforts, as well as collaborations with public and academic
partners, to expand access to TBI-related services and further enhance TBI care, research, and
education across the DoD and VA.
Based on a review of current TBI programming, including access to and utilization of
DoD and VA programs, establishment of a joint NICoE Intrepid Center is not warranted at this
time. The DoD and VA will continue to monitor access to these programs and will work to
improve resource sharing and provision of necessary TBI specialty care for Service members and
veterans.
Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional
defense committees.
Sincerely
//Signed//
Matthew P. Donovan
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R
Enclosure:
As stated
cc:

Acting Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs
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The Honorable Richard C. Shelby
Chairman
Subcommittee on Defense
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Department's response to Senate Report 116-103, page 241, accompanying S. 2474,
the Department of Defense (DoD) Appropriations Act, 2020, regarding National Intrepid Center
of Excellence (NICoE) Strategic Basing, is enclosed. The report describes existing DoD and
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) clinical care capabilities to evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate
Service members, eligible beneficiaries, and veterans with traumatic brain injury (TBI). It also
summarizes DoD and VA coordinated efforts, as well as collaborations with public and academic
partners, to expand access to TBI-related services and further enhance TBI care, research, and
education across the DoD and VA.
Based on a review of current TBI programming, including access to and utilization of
DoD and VA programs, establishment of a joint NICoE Intrepid Center is not warranted at this
time. The DoD and VA will continue to monitor access to these programs and will work to
improve resource sharing and provision of necessary TBI specialty care for Service members and
veterans.
Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional
defense committees.
Sincerely,
//Signed//
Matthew P. Donovan
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R
Enclosure:
As stated
cc:

Acting Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000
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JUN 1 6 2020

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin
Vice Chairman
Subcommittee on Defense
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Durbin:

The Department's response to Senate Report 116-103, page 241, accompanying S. 2474,
the Department of Defense (DoD) Appropriations Act, 2020, regarding National Intrepid Center
of Excellence (NICoE) Strategic Basing, is enclosed. The report describes existing DoD and
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) clinical care capabilities to evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate
Service members, eligible beneficiaries, and veterans with traumatic brain injury (TBI). It also
summarizes DoD and VA coordinated efforts, as well as collaborations with public and academic
partners, to expand access to TBI-related services and further enhance TBI care, research, and
education across the DoD and VA.
Based on a review of current TBI programming, including access to and utilization of
DoD and VA programs, establishment of a joint NICoE Intrepid Center is not warranted at this
time. The DoD and VA will continue to monitor access to these programs and will work to
improve resource sharing and provision of necessary TBI specialty care for Service members and
veterans.
Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional
defense committees.
Sincerely,
//Signed//
Matthew P. Donovan
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R
Enclosure:
As stated
cc:
Acting Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs
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The Honorable Peter J. Visclosky
Chairman
Subcommittee on Defense
Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

JUN 1 6 2020

Dear Mr. Chairman:
The Department's response to Senate Report 116-103, page 241, accompanying S. 2474,
the Department of Defense (DoD) Appropriations Act, 2020, regarding National Intrepid Center
of Excellence (NICoE) Strategic Basing, is enclosed. The report describes existing DoD and
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) clinical care capabilities to evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate
Service members, eligible beneficiaries, and veterans with traumatic brain injury (TBI). It also
summarizes DoD and VA coordinated efforts, as well as collaborations with public and academic
partners, to expand access to TBI-related services and further enhance TBI care, research, and
education across the DoD and VA.
Based on a review of current TBI programming, including access to and utilization of
DoD and VA programs, establishment of a joint NICoE Intrepid Center is not warranted at this
time. The DoD and VA will continue to monitor access to these programs and will work to
improve resource sharing and provision of necessary TBI specialty care for Service members and
veterans.
Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional
defense committees.
Sincerely,
//Signed//
Matthew P. Donovan
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R

Enclosure:
As stated
cc:
Acting Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
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The Honorable Ken Calvert
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Defense
Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Representative Calvert:

The Department's response to Senate Report 116-103, page 241, accompanying S. 2474,
the Department of Defense (DoD) Appropriations Act, 2020, regarding National Intrepid Center
of Excellence (NICoE) Strategic Basing, is enclosed. The report describes existing DoD and
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) clinical care capabilities to evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate
Service members, eligible beneficiaries, and veterans with traumatic brain injury (TBI). It also
summarizes DoD and VA coordinated efforts, as well as collaborations with public and academic
partners, to expand access to TBI-related services and further enhance TBI care, research, and
education across the DoD and VA.
Based on a review of current TBI programming, including access to and utilization of
DoD and VA programs, establishment of a joint NICoE Intrepid Center is not warranted at this
time. The DoD and VA will continue to monitor access to these programs and will work to
improve resource sharing and provision of necessary TBI specialty care for Service members and
veterans.
Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional
defense committees.
Sincerely,
//Signed//
Matthew P. Donovan
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R
Enclosure:
As stated
cc:
Acting Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs

