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Traumatic Brain Injury Center of Excellence

In 2007, the Secretary of Defense chose TBICoE—then known as the Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Center— 
to direct research into the long-term effects of TBI among those who served in Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation 
Enduring Freedom. This study, required by Congress, also looked at how those injuries affect their families.

Four elements shaped the research effort to understand the effects  
of TBI on service members, veterans, and their families.

ELEMENT 1
Characterizes the long-term 
physical and mental health 

effects of TBI
•	




•	�



•	�Clinicians should continue to treat the 
symptoms, per the current VA/DOD 
Clinical Practice Guidelines. 

ELEMENT 2
Assesses the health care  
and rehabilitation needs  
after inpatient treatment
•	



•	



•	�


ELEMENT 3
Explores the type and 

availability of long-term care 
rehabilitation programs

•	�


•	�


•	�


	■ �Rapidly adopting evidence-based best practices
	■ Proactively addressing barriers to care
	■ Facilitating high-quality TBI care programs

ELEMENT 4
Researches the impact of TBI 
on family member and caregiver 
health-related quality of life
•	Military TBI impacts the whole family.

•	



•	


Find out more by visiting health.mil/TBICoE15YearStudies
*Improved Understanding of Medical and Psychological Needs in Veterans and Service Members with Chronic TBI
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