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3

David Resnik
Ph.D., J.D. 

Chair

Chaplain Col (Ret.) Robert Certain  
M. Div., D. Min.

Mary Anne Dumas 
Ph.D., RN, FNP

Matthew Wynia   
MD, MPH



Overview of Tasking
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On October 19, 2020, the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs, 
directed the Defense Health Board (“the Board”) to 

• Review current accuracy, privacy and security of DTC Genetic Testing 
companies 

• Recommend guidance to Service member and health care professionals on 
DTC Genetic best practices

• Recommend guidance to the Department on the ethical use of prediction of 
suitability for initial and continued military service using DTC or clinical 
laboratory grade genetic testing



Background (1/4)

523andme.com, Ancestry.com, 
MyheritageDNA.com.



Background (2/4)
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Background (3/4)
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• Ethical Issues Facing Military Clinicians

• Use of Genetic Testing in the Military Service

• Responding to Service member DTC Results

• Reporting Genetic Testing to Chain of Command



Background (4/4)

• Service members must submit health care reports from 
non-Military Health System providers/organizations… but 
enforcement is difficult

• Individuals must weigh the benefits and costs of disclosing 
tests or results

• Advances will challenge the DoD to determine the role of 
genetic testing in recruitment, advancement, and selection

8



Way Ahead

9

• Kickoff meeting Winter 2020/2021

• Subject matter experts will brief the Subcommittee on:

• Current DTC genetic testing companies & methodology
• Healthcare privacy and security
• Genetic testing policy best practices

• Planned decision brief at the May 2021 DHB Meeting
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Questions ?
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