UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND MAY ] 6 2012
READINESS
The Honorable Carl Levin
Chairman
Committee on Armed Services
United States Senate
Washington. DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed semiannual report provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration, as requested by explanatory material to
section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement, accompanying S. 3001, the Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Autism services fall under my
purview, and | have been asked to respond. While the report was due by April 30, 2012, it was
delayed in our internal review process. I sincerely apologize for the delay.

Specifically, this report includes: 1) the number of autistic children served; 2) the type
and frequency of services provided; 3) the number of available providers by region; and 4)
whether reimbursement levels are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks.
The report also includes demonstration cost information for FY 2011. Current results indicate
continued increase in participation in the demonstration project by providers and TRICARE
beneficiaries.

A simular letter has been sent to the Chairmen of the congressional defense committees.
Thank you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members, veterans, and
their families.

Sincepgly.

Enclosure:
As stated

ce:
The Honorable John McCain
Ranking Member



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-4000

MAY 16 2012

PERSONNEL AND
READINESS

The Honorable Jim Webb
Chairman

Subcommittee on Personnel
Committee on Armed Services
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed semiannual report provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration, as requested by explanatory material to
section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement, accompanying S. 3001, the Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Autism services fall under my
purview, and I have been asked to respond. While the report was due by April 30, 2012, it was
delayed in our internal review process. [ sincerely apologize for the delay.

Specifically, this report includes: 1) the number of autistic children served; 2) the type
and frequency of services provided; 3) the number of available providers by region; and 4)
whether reimbursement levels are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks.
The report also includes demonstration cost information for FY 2011. Current results indicate
continued increase in participation in the demonstration project by providers and TRICARE
beneficiaries.

A similar letter has been sent to the Chairmen of the congressional defense committees.
Thank you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members, veterans, and
their families.

Enclosure:
As stated

ge:
The Honorable Lindsey Graham
Ranking Member



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND

READINESS VAY 16 2012

The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye
Chatrman

Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed semtannual report provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration, as requested by explanatory material to
section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement, accompanying S. 3001, the Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Autism services fall under my
purview, and I have been asked to respond. While the report was due by April 30, 2012, it was
delayed in our internal review process. I sincerely apologize for the delay.

Specifically, this report includes: 1) the number of autistic children served; 2) the type
and frequency of services provided; 3) the number of available providers by region; and 4)
whether reimbursement levels are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks.
The report also includes demonstration cost information for FY 2011. Current results indicate
continued increase in participation in the demonstration project by providers and TRICARE
beneficiaries.

A similar letter has been sent to the Chairmen of the congressional defense committees.
Thank you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members, veterans, and
thetr families.

Enclosure:
As stated

ce:
The Honorable Thad Cochran
Vice Chairman



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND 7
READINESS NAY 16 2012

The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye
Chairman

Subcommittee on Defense
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed semiannual report provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration, as requested by explanatory material to
section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement, accompanying S. 3001, the Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Autism services fall under my
purview, and [ have been asked to respond. While the report was due by April 30, 2012, it was
delayed in our internal review process. I sincerely apologize for the delay.

Specifically, this report includes: 1) the number of autistic children served; 2) the type
and frequency of services provided; 3) the number of available providers by region; and 4)
whether reimbursement levels are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks.
The report also includes demonstration cost information for FY 2011. Current results indicate
continued increase in participation in the demonstration project by providers and TRICARE
beneficiaries.

A similar lefter has been sent to the Chairmen of the congressional defense committees.
Thank you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members, veterans, and
their families.

r/

Enclosure:
As stated

cc:
The Honorable Thad Cochran
Vice Chairman



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND
READINESS

The Honorable Howard P. “Buck™ McKeon
Chairman

Committee on Armed Services

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed semiannual report provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration, as requested by explanatory material to
section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement. accompanying S. 3001, the Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY)2009. Autism services fall under my
purview, and I have been asked to respond. While the report was due by April 30, 2012, it was
delayed in our internal review process. I sincerely apologize for the delay.

Specifically, this report includes: 1) the number of autistic children served; 2) the type
and frequency of services provided; 3) the number of available providers by region; and 4)
whether reimbursement levels are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks.
The report also includes demonstration cost information for FY 2011. Current results indicate
continued increase in participation in the demonstration project by providers and TRICARE
beneficiaries.

A similar letter has been sent to the Chairmen of the congressional defense committees.
Thank you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members, veterans, and
their families.
,

Enclosure:
As stated

cc:
The Honorable Adam Smith
Ranking Member



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-4000

KAY 16 2012

PERSONNEL AND
READINESS

The Honorable Harold Rogers
Chairman

Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington. DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed semiannual report provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration, as requested by explanatory material to
section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement, accompanying S. 3001, the Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Autism services fall under my
purview, and | have been asked to respond. While the report was due by April 30, 2012, it was
delayed in our internal review process. [ sincerely apologize for the delay.

Specifically, this report includes: 1) the number of autistic children served: 2) the type
and frequency of services provided; 3) the number of available providers by region: and 4)
whether reimbursement levels are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks.
The report also includes demonstration cost information for FY 2011. Current results indicate
continued increase in participation in the demonstration project by providers and TRICARE
beneficiaries.

A stmilar letter has been sent to the Chairmen of the congressional defense committees.
Thank you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members, veterans, and
their families.

Enclosure:
As stated

cc:
The Honorable Norman D. Dicks
Ranking Member



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 203014000

PR w16 20
The Honorable C.W. Bill Young
Chairman
Subcommittee on Defense
Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed semiannual report provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration, as requested by explanatory material to
section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement, accompanying S. 3001, the Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Autism services fall under my
purview, and | have been asked to respond. While the report was due by April 30, 2012, it was
delayed in our internal review process. | sincerely apologize for the delay.

Specifically, this report includes: 1) the number of autistic children served; 2) the type
and frequency of services provided; 3) the number of available providers by region; and 4)
whether reimbursement levels are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks.
The report also includes demonstration cost information for FY 2011. Current results indicate
continued increase in participation in the demonstration project by providers and TRICARE
beneficiaries,

A similar letter has been sent to the Chairmen of the congressional defense committees.
Thank you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members, veterans, and
their families.

Enclosure:
As stated

o e
The Honorable Norman D. Dicks
Ranking Member



"UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 203014000

PERSONNEL AND el 1 g 2
READINESS
The Honorable Joe Wilson
Chairman
Subcommittee on Military Personnel
Committee on Armed Services
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed semiannual report provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration, as requested by explanatory material to
section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement, accompanying S. 3001, the Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Autism services fall under my
purview, and | have been asked to respond. While the report was due by April 30, 2012, it was
delayed in our internal review process. [ sincerely apologize for the delay.

Specifically, this report includes: 1) the number of autistic children served; 2) the type
and frequency of services provided; 3) the number of available providers by region; and 4)
whether reimbursement levels are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks.
The report also includes demonstration cost information for FY 2011. Current results indicate
continued increase in participation in the demonstration project by providers and TRICARE
beneficiaries.

A similar letter has been sent to the Chairmen of the congressional defense committees.
Thank you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members, veterans, and
their families.

Enclosure:
As stated

ce?
The Honorable Susan A. Davis
Ranking Member






Report to Congress

The Department of Defense Enhanced Access
to Autism Services Demonstration
January 2012 Semiannual Report to

Congress

Requested by: The Joint Explanatory Statement accompanying S. 3001, Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorizell)non Aclt (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2009 the
roposa

Preparation of this study/report cost the
Department of Defense a total of
approximately $8,100 for the 2012 Fiscal
Year.

ReflD: 1-D622C73




STATUS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE ENHANCED ACCESS TO AUTISM
SERVICES DEMONSTRATION

INTRODUCTION

This semiannual report is in response to explanatory material to section 732 in the Joint
Explanatory Statement to accompany S. 3001, the Duncan Hunter National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. The Joint Explanatory Statement
requested the Secretary provide an initial report to Congress not later than 90 days after the
enactment of S. 3001 and semiannually thereafter on the status of implementation of the
TRICARE demonstration.

BACKGROUND

In response to section 717 of the John Warner NDAA for FY 2007, the Department of
Defense implemented the Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration
(*“Demonstration™) on March 15, 2008. This project tests the feasibility of expanding the pool of
providers of autism treatment services to include those not meeting the strict guidelines of the
current departmental regulations.

To increase access and test the advisability and feasibility of authonzing TRICARE
reimbursement for Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) services delivered by non-professional
providers, the Department developed and implemented the Enhanced Access to Autism Services
Demonstration. The key feature of the Demonstration is providing Educational Interventions for
Autism Spectrum Disorders (EIA) by a two-tiered delivery model:

e [ndividuals certified by the Behavior Analyst Certification Board (BACB) at the
Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) or BACB Certified Assistant Behavior
Analyst (BCaBA) level as “'supervisors” who have a contractual relationship with
TRICARE, either individually or as an employee of a TRIC ARE-authorized provider;
and

o Non-certified individuals, i.e., *“Tutors™ as the “hands-on™ providers of ABA under
the supervision of a BCBA or BCaBA.

The Demonstration was initially implemented on March 5. 2008. Administrative
requirements of the Demonstration were substantially revised and implemented on September
10, 2008. In addition, section 732 of the NDAA for FY 2009 increased the limit of government
liability for certain benefits. including Special Education, from $2,500 per month to $36.000 per
year. That change was implemented on April 1, 2009.



RESULTS

The following information for the period April 1. 2011, through September 30, 2011, is
based on contractors’ reports and claims processed under the Demonstration.

Cost of
Number of Providers Ho;lr: of EIA
Region Beneﬁcmr} e —1 Services Services
Enrolled in _ Provided' Provided?
Demonstration | Supervisors Tutors 000 (Doltars in
( s) Millions)
North 905 331 1091 119 l 6.3
South 1 758 567 1665 119 J 61 |
West 1745 719 5031 297 15.6 ]
 TOTALS 3408 | 1617 7787 537 279 |
[ncrease over i
Same Period
in FY 2010
(1 Apnl 21.2% 64.1% 58.1% 28.5% 50.0%
2010- 30
September
2010)
CONCLUSION

As evidenced in our previous reports and the above information, participation by
beneficiaries and providers continues to increase steadily. We believe these increases reflect that
reimbursement rates are acceptable to providers and this is allowing for increased capacity to

meet the needs of enrolled TRICARE beneficiarnes.

' Does not include: ASD-related diagnostic services provided outside the Demonstration. development of EIA
Progress Reports and Updated Behavior Plans, and Supervisors™ mectings with beneficiaries’ primary caregivers.

? Claims data were processed from the Medical Data Repository on January 2. 2012,
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671

Modification of utilization of veterans' presumption of sound condi-
tion in establishing eligibility of members of the armed forces
for retirement for disability (sec. 727)

The Senate bill contained a provision (sec. 1061) that would
amend sections 1201 and 1203 of title 10, United States Code, to
adopt the same presumption of sound congition used by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs in accordance with section 1111 of
title 38, United States Code, that a disability i1s incurred while on
active duty if the disability was not noted at the time of a mem-
ber’s entrance on active duty unless clear and unmistakable evi-
dence demonstrates that the disability existed before the member's
entrance on active duty and was not aggravated by active military
service.

The House bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes this provision.

We believe that the Department of Delense and the Department
of Veterans Affairs must make consistent determinations as to
whether a disability existed before the member’s entrance or was
aggravated by active military service.

Subtitle D—Other Matters

Report on C;)roviding the Extended Care Health Option program to
dependents of mililary retirees (sec. 731)

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 732) that would re-
quire the Secretary of Defense to submit a report on including au-
tistic dependents of military retirees in the Extended Care Health
Option (ECHO) program.

The Senate bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an amendment
that would expand the scope of the report to cover all dependents
of retirees who participate in the ECHO program, and clarify that
the report should discuss including such dependents for a limited
transitional period following retirement.

Increase in cap on extended benefits under Extended Health Care
Option (ECHO) (sec. 732)

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 733) that would ensure
that autistic children of members of the armed forces enrolled in
the Extended Health Care Option (ECHO) program would be eligi-
ble for a minimum of $5,000 per month of autistic therapy services.

The Senate bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an amendment
that would replace the monthly cap on services under the ECHO
pr%ram with an annual cap of $36,000.

e are concerned that the needs of military dependent children
with autism are not being fully met due to the lack of availability
of providers nationwide to provide therapeutic and other support
services to children with autism. We expect the demonstration
project initiated under TRICARE to go forward, incorporating to
the maximum extent practicable, improvements identified bly mili-
tary family members. The demonstration project must complement
other essential services to military dependent children with autism,
including those authorized in section 587 of the National Defense



672

Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law 110-181).
Those services include assignment of case managers, development
of individualized services plans, and establishment of autism sup-
port centers.

We direct the Secretary of Defense to report not later than 90
days after the enactment of this Act, and semi-annually thereafter,
on the status of implementation of the TRICARE demonstration
project, including the numbers of autistic children served, the type
and frequency of services provided, the number of available pro-
viders by region, and whether reimbursement levels are sufficient
to retain qualified providers in the TRICARE networks.

Not later than February 1, 2009, the Secretary shall report to the
congressional defense committees on the (easibility of establishing
one or more autism support centers, as authorized by Public Law
110-181. The report shall describe the capabilities of such centers
to serve military dependent children with autism of all services,
the potential efficacy of such centers to meet the needs of military
families with children with a diagnosis of autism, as well as the po-
tential for training additional qualified providers of services to chil-
dren with autism. We believe that each center should utilize med-
ical, educational, and developmental therapies that have been suc-
cessfully used to treat children with autism.

Department of Defense task force on the prevention of sutcides by
members of the armed forces (sec. 733)

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 735) that would re-
quire the Secretary of Defense to conduct a study to identify the
mental health risks associated with the performance of military du-
ties.

The Senate bill contained a provision (sec. 581) that would re-
quire the Secretary of Defense to develop a comprehensive policy
designed to prevent sujcide by members of the armed forces.

The agreement includes the Senate provision with an amend-
ment that would require the Secretary of Defense to establish a
task force to examine matters velating to prevention of suicide by
members of the armed forces.

Transitional health care for certain members of the armed forces
who agree lo serve in the Selecled Reserve of the Ready Reserve
(sec. 734)

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 737) that would pro-
vide transitional health care benefits to members who separate
from active duty and who agree to become a member of the Se-
lected Reserve.

The Senate bill contained no similar provision.

The agreement includes the House provision with an amendment
that would delcte the language related to funding, which is re-
flected in the tables.

Enhancement of medical and dental readiness of members of the
armed forces (sec. 735)

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 362) that would au-
thorize $22.3 million to be appropriated for first term dental readi-
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
HEALTH AFFAIRS
SKYTINE FIVE, SUITE S100511E LEFSBURG PIKE
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA 22041-32006

1 RICARE.
MANAGENMENT
AVARNANERY

ACTION MEMO

FOR: JONATHAN WOODSON, M.D., ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

HEALTH AFFAIRS
( ) IV'VW

FROM: BG W. Bryan Gamble. M‘D.,VDBIJ/UWDWQO%‘TR[CARE Management Activity
SUBJECT: January 2012 - Semiannual Report to Congress on the Status of the Department of
Defense Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration

e The cover letters (TAB A) transmit the January 2012 Report to Congress (TAB B). The
Joint Explanatory Statement to accompany the Duncan Hunter National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009 requests the Secretary of Defense to submit a
report semiannualfy on the status of the TRICARE demonstration project. A copy of the
language. “Subtitle D-Other Matters,” is at TAB C. This reporting requirement is due to the
Congressional Defense Committees by April 30, 2012.

* The report includes: 1) the number of autistic children served; 2) the type and frequency of
services provided; 3) the number of available providers by region; and 4) whether
reimbursement levels are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks. This
report also includes demonstration cost information for FY 2011.

e The cost to produce this report was $8,100 (TAB D): Contract Cost: $5,100 (Task Order
3001-011, Semi-Annual Extended Care Health Option (ECHO) Aatism Services Utilization
Report including ECHO Tutor-Demonstration Services), and $3,000 (Government
Coordination Process).

RECOMMENDATION: That the ASD(HA) sign the Action Memo and forward the package to
the Acting USD(P&R) for signature on the letters at TAB A.

COORDINATION: TABE

Attachments:
As stated

Prepared by: Mr. Richard Hart, TRICARE Policy and Operations, (703) 681-0047

S U



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, OC 203014000

PERSONNEL ANO
READINESS

The Honorable Carl Levin
Chairman

Commitiee on Armed Services
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed semiannual report provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration, as requested by explanatory material to
$section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement. accompanying S. 3001, the proposed-Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Specifically, this report
includes: 1) the number of autistic children served: 2) the type and frequency of services
provided: 3) the number of available providers by region: and 4) whether reimbursement levels
are sufficient 1o retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks. The repon also includes
demonstration cost information for FY 2011. Current results indicate continued increase in
participation in the demonstration by providers and TRICARE beneficiaries.

A similar letter is being sent to the Chairman and-arkingmenberof each of the other
congressional Bdefense €Ecommittees.

Thank you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members,
veterans, and their families.

Sincerely,

Jo Ann Rooney
Acting

Enclosure:
As stated

e
The Honorable John McCain
Ranking Member



UNDER SECRETARY OF ODEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASKINGTON, DC 203014000

PERSONNEL AND
READINESS

The Honorable Jim Webb
Chairman

Subcommiltee on Personnel
Committee on Armed Services
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed semiannual repon provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access 1o Autism Services Demonstration, as requested by explanatory material to
Section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement. accompanying S. 3001. the proposed Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Specifically, this report
includes: 1) the number of autistic children served; 2) the type and frequency of services
provided: 3) the number of available providers by region: and 4) whether reimbursement levels
are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks. The report also includes
demonstration cost information for FY 2011, Current results indicate continued increase in
participation in the demonstration by providers and TRICARE beneficiaries. A similar letter is

| being sent to the Chairman and ranking member of each of the stherCongressional Defense .- [ [~ ent [R1]: This Subcommitice is ot a
Committees. g

) def ince by definition. |

Thank you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members,
veterans, and their families.

Sincerely.

Jo Ann Rooney
Acting
Enclosure:
As stated

CC:
The Honorable Lindsey Graham
Ranking Member



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND
READINESS

The Honorable Dantel K. Inouye
Chairman

Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed semiannual report provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration. as requested by explanatory material to
Section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement, accompanying S. 3001, the proposed Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Specifically. this report
includes: 1) the number of autistic children served: 2) the type and frequency of services
provided: 3) the number of available providers by region: and 4) whether reimbursement levels
are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks. The report also includes
demonstration cost information for FY 2011. Current results indicate continued increase in
participation in the demonstration by providers and TRICARE beneficiaries. A similar letter is
being sent to the Chairman and ranking member of each of the other Congressional Defense
Committees.

Thank you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members.
veterans, and their families.

Sincerely.

Jo Ann Rooney
Acting
Enclosure:
As stated

cc:
The Honorable Thad Cochran
Vice Chairman



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND
READINE SS

The Honorable Danie! K. Inouye
Chairman

Subcommiitee on Defense
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr, Chairman:

The enclosed semtannual report provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration. as requested by explaratory material to
Section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement. accompanying S. 3001, the proposed Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Specifically, this report
includes: 1) the number of aunstic children served: 2) the type and frequency of services
provided: 3) the number of available providers by region: and 4) whether reimbursement levels
are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks. The report also includes
demonstration cost information for FY 2011. Current results indicate continued increase in
participation in the demonstration by providers and TRICARE beneficiaries. A similar letter is

| being sent to the Chairman and ranking member of each of the sther-Congressional Defense
Commiittees.

Thank you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members,
veterans, and their families.

Sincerely,

Jo Ann Rooney
Acting

Enclosure:
As stated

cc:
The Honorable Thad Cochran
Vice Chairman



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHKINGTON, DC 203014000

PERSONNEL AND
READINESS

The Honorable Howard P. “Buck™ McKeon
Chairman

Committee on Armed Services

U.S. House of Representatives
Washingion. DC 205135

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed semiannual report provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration, as requested by explanatory material to
Section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement. accompanying S. 3001, the proposed Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Specifically. this report
includes: 1) the number of autistic children served: 2) the type and frequency of services
provided; 3) the number of available providers by region: and 4) whether reimbursement levels
are sufficien? to retain qualified providers in TRIC ARE networks. The report also includes
demonstration cost information for FY 201 1. Current results indicate continued increase in
participation in the demonstration by providers and TRICARE beneficiaries. A similar letter is
being sent to the Chairman and ranking member of each of the other Congressional Defense
Committees.

Thank you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members,
veterans. and their families.

Sincerely.

Jo Ann Rooney
Acting

Enclosure:
As stated

cc:
The Honorable Adam Smith
Ranking Member



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, OC 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND
READINESS

The Ronorable Harold Rogers
Chairman

Commitiee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington. DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed semiannual repont provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration. as requested by explanatory material to
Section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement, accompanying S. 3001, the proposed Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Specifically, this report
includes: () the number of autistic children served: 2) the type and frequency of services
provided: 3) the number of available providers by region; and 4) whether reimbursement levels
are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks. The report also includes
demonstration cost information for FY 2011. Current results indicate continued increase in
panticipation in the demonstration by providers and TRICARE beneficiaries. A simtlar letter is
being sent to the Chairman and ranking member of each of the other Congressional Defense
Committees.

Thank you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members,
veterans. and their families.

Sincerely,

Jo Ann Rooney
Acting

Enclosure;
As stated

ce:
The Honorable Norman D. Dicks
Ranking Member



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND
READINESS

The Honorable C.W. Bill Young
Chairman

Subcommittee on Defense
Commitiee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed semiannual report provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration, as requested by explanatory material to
Section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement. accompanying S. 3001. the proposed Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorzation Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Specifically. this report
includes: 1} the number of autistic children served; 2) the type and frequency of services
provided: 3) the number of available providers by region; and 4) whether reimburserent levets
are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks. The report also includes
demonstration cost information for FY 2011. Current results indicate continued increase in
participation in the demonstration by providers and TRICARE beneficiaries. A similar letter is
being sent to the Chairman and ranking member of each of the ether-Congressional Defense
Committees.

Thaak you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members,
veterans, and their families.

Sincerely,

Jo Ann Rooney
Acting

Enclosure:
As stated

cc:
The Honorable Norman D. Dicks
Ranking Member



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON. DC 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND
READINESS

The Honorable Joe Wilson
Chairman

Subcommittee on Military Personnel
Committee on Armed Services

U.S. House of Representatives
Washingion, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman;

The enclosed semiannual report provides the current status of the Department of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration, as requested by explanatory material to
Section 732 of the Joint Exptanatory Statement, accompanying S. 3001, the proposed Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Specifically. this report
includes: 1) the number of autistic children served: 2) the type and frequency of services
provided; 3) the number of available providers by region; and 4) whether reimbursement levels
are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks. The report also includes
demonstration cost information for FY 2011. Current results indicate continued increase in
participation in the demonstration by providers and TRICARE beneficiaries. A similar letter is
being sent 1o the Chairman and ranking member of each of the other Congressional Defense
Committees.

Thank you for your interest in the health and well-being of our Service members.
veterans, and their families.

Sincerely.

Jo Ann Rooney
Acting

Enclosure:
As stated

ee;
The Honorable Susan A. Davis
Ranking Member
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STATUS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE ENHANCED ACCESS TO AUTISM
SERVICES DEMONSTRATION

INTRODUCTION

This sermannual report (s in response to explanatory material to section 732 in the Joint
Explanalory Statement to accompany S. 3001. the Duncan Hunter National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. The Joint Explanatory Statement
requested the Secretary provide an initial report to Congress not later than 90 days afier the
enactment of S. 3001 and semianpualiy thereafier on the status of implementation of the
TRICARE demonstration.

BACKGROUND

In response 10 section 717 of the John Warner NDAA for FY 2007, the Deparument of
Defense implemented the Enhanced Access 1o Autism Services Demonstration
(*Demonstration™) on March 15. 2008. This project tests the feasibility of expanding the pool of
providers of autism treatment services to include those not meeting the strict guidelines of the
carrent departmental regulations.

To increase access and test the advisability and feasibility of authorizing TRICARE
reimbursement for Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) services delivered by non-professional
providers, the Depariment developed and implemented the Enhanced Access to Autism Services
Demonstration. The key feature of the Demonstration is providing Educational Interventions for
Autism Spectrum Disorders (E1A) by a two-tiered deltvery model:

¢ Individuals certified by the Behavior Analyst Certification Board (BACB) at the
Board Certified Behavior Analyst {(BCBA) or BACB Certified Assistant Behavior
Analyst (BCaBA) level as “supervisors™ who have a contractual relationship with
TRICARE, either individually or as an employee of a TRICARE-authorized provider:
and

e Non-certified individuals, i.e.. "Tutors’” as the “hands-on™ providers of ABA under
the supervision of a BCBA or BCaBA.,

The Demonstration was initially implemented on March 15. 2008. Administrative
requirements of the Demonstration were substantially revised and implemented on September
10. 2008. [n addition. section 732 of the NDAA for FY 2009 increased the limit of government
liahility for cerain benefits. including Special Education. from $2.500 per month 10 $36.000 per
vear. That change was implemented on Apail 1, 2009.



RESULTS

The following information for the period April 1. 201 1. through September 30, 2011, is
based on contraciors” reports and ¢laims processed under the Demonstration.

Cost of
Number of Providers Hol;r: of EIA
Region Beneflclaries Services Services
Enrolled in Provided’ Provided!?
Demonstration | Supervisors Tutors rggo p {Doltars in
(000s) Millions)
North 908 331 109] 119 6.3
South 758 567 1665 119 6.)
West 1745 719 5031 297 15.6
TOTALS 3408 1617 7787 537 27.9
Increase over
Same Period
in FY 2010
(1 April 21.2% 64.1% 58.1% 28.5% 50.0%
2010- 30
September
2010)
CONCLUSION

As evidenced in our previous reports and the above information, participation by
beneficiaries and providers continues to increase steadily. We believe these increases reflect that
reimbursement rates are acceplable to providers and this is allowing for increased capacity to
meet the needs of enrolled TRICARE beneficiaries.

"Noes notinclude: ASD-related diagnostic services provided outside the Deinonstration. development of ELA
Progresy Reponts and Upsdated Behavior Plans, and Supervisors' meetings with beneficiaries primary caregivers,

* Claims data were processed from the Medical Data Reposttory on Janvary 2, 2012,



THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

1200 DEFENSE PEN TAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 2030t-1200

HEALTH AFFAIRS

ACTION MEMO

FOR: JO ANN ROONEY. ACTING UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PERSONNEL
AND READINESS)

FROM: Jonathan Woodson. M.D., Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health A ffairs)

SUBIJECT: January 2012 - Semiannual Report to Congress on the Status of the Department of
Defense Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration

e The cover letters (TAB A) transmit the Janoary 2012 Repon to Congress (TAB B). The
I Joint Explanatory Statement lunguage on section 732, to accompany S. 3001. the Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009 requests the Secretary
) of Defense to-submit a report semiannually on the status of the TRICARE demonstration
project. A copy of the language, “Subtitle D-Other Matters,"” is at TAB C. This reporting
requirement is due to the Econgressional Bdefense €committees by April 30. 2012.

e The report includes: () the nember of autistic children served; 2) the type and frequency of
services provided: 3) the number of available providers by region: and 4) whether
reimbursement levels are sufficient 1o retain qualified providers in TRICARE networks. This
report also includes demonstration cost information for FY 2011.

¢ The cost to produce this report was $8.100 (TAB D): Contract Cost: $5.100 (Task Order
4001-011. Semi-Annual Extended Care Health Option (ECHO) Autism Services Utilization
Repon including ECHO Tutor-Demonstration Services), and $3.000 (Government

Coordinatjon Process). L E 4 Comment [R1): You do nat really mean J

“coorlingtion procesi’’ da you? The coordimasion
process is not (o count into our cost of producing a

RECOMMENDATION: That the Acting USD(P&R) sign the letters at TAB A. report (o Congress.

COORDINATION: TAB E

Attachments:
As stated

Prepared byv: Mr. Richard Hart. TRICARE Policy and Operations. (703) 68 1-0047



COORDINATION SHEET

Subject: July 2011 Semiannual Report to Congress on the Status of the Department of
Defense Enhance Access to Autism Services Demonstration

SACCP #: PR003889-11

REQUIRED FOR CONSIDERATION:

Coordinator / Reason

Office Why Ngt Applicable Date

OGC 7]
Atdvm 0 C WPEHD | ho|eAdnl B[ 26 /1o

OLA
Budget (Mr. Kevin Kelly) N/A
PA N/A
P&R CoS (Mr. Tamburrino)
OTHER REVIEWS OBTAINED:

Office Coordinator Date

-

Summary of any Issues During Coordination:

PREPARED BY: LaTasha Dawkins
DATE OF PREPARATION: 30 August 2011




UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-4000
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e\
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PERSONNEL AND
READINESS
The Honorable Carl Levin
Chairman
Committee on Armed Services
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman: Mw/\

The enclosed semiannual report provides the current status of the Dep@irtment of Defense
Enhanced Access to Autism Services Demonstration, as requested by explanatyry material to
Section 732 of the Joint Explanatory Statement, accompanying S. 3001 #f the Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009. Speciﬁcally, this report
includes: 1) the number of autistic children served; 2) the type and frequency of services
provided; 3) the number of available providers by region; and 4) whether reimbursement levels
are sufficient to retain qualified providers in TRIC ARE networks. The report also includes
demonstration cost information tor FY 2011. Current results indicate continued increase in
participation in the demonstration by providers and TRICARE beneficiaries. A similar letter is
being sent to the Chairman and ranking member of each of the other Congressional Defense
Committees.

Thank you for your interest in the heaith and well-being of our Service members,
veterans, and their tamilies.

Sincerely,

Jo Ann Rooney
Acting

Enclosure:
As stated

ge:
The Honorable John McCain
Ranking Member



Report to Congress

The Department of Defense Enhanced Access
to Autism Services Demonstration
January 2012 Semiannual Report to

Congress

e 9.34»} E‘fftnﬁnﬂ-}fh@w Ulg{aryery <, 3021, #2e

d by: GﬂeDuncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA)
for Fmdl Year (FY) 2009, Sectiorn 23z
ac .

Preparation of this study/report cost the
Department of Defense a total of
approximatety $8,100 for the 2012 Fiscal
Year.

RefID: 1-D622C73
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