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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

The Honorable Adam Smith MAR 2 5 2021 
Chairman 
Committee on Armed Services 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The enclosed report is in response to House Report 116-442, page 151, accompanying 
H.R. 6395, the William (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2021, Cardiac Arterial Disease Diagnostic Improvements. 

The report summarizes current pathways for diagnosis of Cardiac Arterial Disease in the 
Military Health System (MHS), cost analysis of Fractional Flow Reserve Derived from 
Computed Tomography (FFRcT), an analysis of cost savings for Cardiac Arterial Disease 
evaluation and diagnosis pathways, and implications on use of FFRcT in theater. Findings of the 
report show that it is not currently practical to conclude cost savings to the MHS directly related 
to the addition of FFRCT due to several factors, including lack of widespread use currently within 
the MHS. Additionally, due to cybersecurity concerns, as well as the degree of technological 
demand and high level of expertise required to perform and interpret FFRcT, its use is currently 
not feasible in theater. 

Thank you for your continued strong support for the health and well-being of our Service 
members, veterans, and their families. 

Sincerely, 

//SIGNED// 

Virginia S. Penrod 
Acting 

Enclosure: 
As stated 

cc: 

The Honorable Mike D. Rogers 
Ranking Member 






































